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freedom of speech [is] amongst our most precious
freedoms. Freedom of speech means freedom not
only for the views of which you approve, but also
freedom for the views you most heartily disapprove.
[Verrall v. Great Yarmouth Borough Council, [1981]
Q.B. 202, at p. 216]
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: (Oliver Wendell Holmes) 01917 JPPINRT VDIV °727D

But when men have realized that time has upset
many fighting faiths, they may come to believe even
more than they believe the very foundations of their
own conduct that the ultimate good desired is better
reached by free trade in ideas — that the best test of
truth is the power of the thought to get itself
accepted in the competition of the market, and that
truth is the only ground upon which their wishes
safely can be carried out...

[Abrams v. United States, 250 U.S. 616, 630
(1919)]

.(Louis Brandeis) 0°°7192 ©BIW °I2T AR 17 '[”32\777 0°5"9

To courageous, self-reliant men, with confidence in
the power of free and fearless reasoning applied
through the process of popular government, no
danger flowing from speech can be deemed clear
and present, unless the incidence of the evil
apprehended is so imminent that it may befall
before there is opportunity for full discussion. If
there be time to expose through discussion the
falsehood and fallacies, to avert the evil by the
processes of education, the remedy to be applied is
more speech, not enforced silence. Only an
emergency can justify repression. Such must be the
rule if authority is to be reconciled with freedom.
[Whitney v. California, 274 U.S. 357, 377 (1927)
(Whitney 1°7-poD :12719)]
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Free speech has occupied an exalted position
because of the high service it has given our society,
its protection is essential to the very existence of a
democracy. The airing of ideas releases pressures
which otherwise might become destructive. When
ideas compete in the market for acceptance, full
and free discussion exposes the false and they gain
new adherence...

[Dennis v. United States, 341 U.S. 494 (1950)]
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The Constitutional right of free expression is
powerful medicine in a society as diverse and
populous as our. It is designed and intended to
remove governmental restraints from the arena of
public discussion, putting the decision as to what
views shall be voiced largely into the hands of each
of us, in the hope that use of such freedom will
ultimately produce more capable citizenry and more
perfect polity and in the belief that no other
approach would comport with the premise of
individual dignity and choice upon which our
political system rests.

[Cohen v. California, 403 U.S. 15, 26 (1971)]
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"amounts to political censorship of the most insidious and objectionable
.kind"
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the path of safety lies in the opportunity to
discuss freely supposed grievances and proposed
remedies; ...the fitting remedy for evil counsels is
good ones.

.Stromberg v. California, 283 U.S 359 (1931), at p. 369 23 IXRM
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The presence or absence of a captive audience is
a relevant factor which should be taken into
account in reaching a proper accommodation
between given speech and anti speech interests.
It is useful in drawing an appropriate definitional
balance.

[M.B. Nimmer, On Freedom of Speech (1992), 1-
40]
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A function of free speech... is to invite dispute. It
may indeed best serve its high purpose when it
induces a condition of unrest, creates
dissatisfaction with conditions as they are, or
even stirs people to anger. Speech is often
provocative and challenging. It may strike at
prejudices and preconceptions and have profound
unsettling effects as it presses for acceptance of
an idea. That is why freedom of speech though
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not absolute... is nevertheless protected against
censorship or punishment...
[Terminiello v. Chicago, 337 U.S. 1, 4 (1949)]
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Let [the Truth] and Falsehood grapple; Who ever
knew Truth put to the worse, in a free and open
encounter? ...For who knows not that Truth is
strong, next to the Almighty? She needs no
policies, nor stratagems, nor licensings to make
her victorious... Give her but room, and do not
bind her...
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"The hallmark of the protection of free speech is
to allow 'free trade of ideas', even ideas that the
overwhelming majority of people might find
distasteful or discomforting" (Abrams v. U.S., 250
US 616, 630 (1919)).
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"...our constitutional system protects minorities
unpopular at a particular time or place from
governmental harassment and intimidation that
distinguishes life in this country from life under
the Third Reich"
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"It may be true that a cross burning, even at a
political rally, arouses a sense of anger or hatred
among the vast majority of citizens who see a
burning cross. But this sense of anger or hatred is
not sufficient to ban all cross burnings. As Gerald
Gunther has stated, "the lesson | have drawn from
my childhood in Nazi Germany and my happier
adult life in this country is the need to walk the
sometimes difficult path of denouncing the bigot's
hateful ideas with all my power, yet at the same
time challenging any community's attempt to
suppress hateful ideas by force of law"
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England, 1996, Vol 8 (2), p. 104; Feldman, Civil Liberties and Human Rights
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"When a nation is at war, many things that might
be said in time of peace are such a hindrance to
its effort that their utterance will not be endured
so long as men fight and that no Court could
regard them as protected by any constitutional
right" .
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"Clear and present danger that they will bring
about the substantive evils that Congress has a
right to prevent".
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"Only the emergency that makes it immediately
dangerous to leave the correction of evil counsel
to time warrants making any exception to the
sweeping command "Congress shall make no
law...abridging the freedom of speech" .
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: 187 'ny2 "Shouting Fire", 2002 ,19502

"The problem is that our First Amendment
prohibits persuasive governmental censorship.
The solution is to answer bad speech with good
speech, and to have the good speech prevail in
the marketplace of ideas".
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